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A.R.E. Weapons Bring the Grit and Grime Back to New York City

New Album Darker Blue Out June 29th on Defend Music

Click HERE to Watch “The Darker Blue Trilogy” Video

(Feel Free to Post and Share)
It’s been nearly a decade since A.R.E. Weapons first seduced New York with a sound that was at once infectious, confrontational, and sardonic.  Now founding members Brain McPeck and Matt McAuley are returning with their new album, Darker Blue, out June 29th on Defend Music.  The art-punk electro duo continue to pay homage to the Velvet Underground and Suicide, and have added a psychobilly element that wasn’t originally present in their early days.  However, the band’s signature lyrical style and exuberant spirit are once again the heart and soul of the album.

The band has also just released “The Darker Blue Trilogy.”  The clip is a weird and wild odyssey filled with dirty basements, subway tunnels, and some serious sidewalk creeps… as FADER says, “If it ain’t enough, you’re greedy.”  Directed by NYC photographer Tim Barber, the video features three songs from Darker Blue.  Click HERE to watch it, and feel free to post and share.
The genesis of the Weapons can be traced back to 1997 when the guys were lured into moving to New York after one of their early bands, Ayler’s Angels, was invited to open for Thurston Moore at the Cooler.  After performing in various free jazz and no wave inspired acts, A.R.E. Weapons formed.  The band quickly became notorious for their chaotic performances, which often took place at art galleries instead of traditional rock venues.  Upon hearing their demo, Jarvis Cocker recommended them to Rough Trade Records who eventually released their self-titled debut in 2003.  Now the guys have come full circle and recently have even collaborated with one of their heroes, Suicide’s Alan Vega.  
Now back with their fourth album, the Weapons have perfected their balance of chaos and control.  On top of a relentless rhythm section lies a collage of spacey keyboards, grimy guitars, and a bevy of noise.  Brain and Matt’s unfettered vocals are a mix of urgent shouting and a spoken style in the tradition of Mark E. Smith and Jonathan Richman.  The lyrics are both biting and vivid – full of attitude but always in the service of painting a picture.  The image that comes into focus is the personification of the gritty, fringe culture of New York that first inspired A.R.E. Weapons and that they’re currently fighting to keep alive.

For more info on A.R.E. Weapons, please contact:

Pam Nashel Leto @ Girlie Action (212) 989-2222 x 111  Pam@Girlie.com
Kabeer Malhotra @ Girlie Action (212) 989-2222 x 123  Kabeer@Girlie.com
59 West 19th St., Suite 4A • New York, NY 10011 • (ph) 212-989-2222 (fx) 212-989-1499
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